
This past Christmas, 15 seminarians in 
Bogotá, Colombia went to the remote 
areas of the country to accompany 
and assist children, men and women 
living in communities most in need. 

We left Bogotá on December 13th and 
traveled for two days to reach the 
communities, arriving in time to begin 
the traditional Novena Aguinaldo on 
December 16th.

The communities are difficult to get 
to, some only accessible by a 3-4 hour 
walk. The people work as farmers and 
day laborers and have limited access 
to public health and human services. 
Most of the communities lack proper 
water and sewage systems. Many   
people have access to primary      
education, but they cannot go to the 
urban centers to continue their    
studies because the means of     
transportation are precarious and 
expensive.

Although the people are materially 
poor, they welcomed us warmly      
because they knew that we were 
there to share and encourage their 
faith.  People in these communities

do not have easy access to the    
Eucharist because the priests here 
can only visit them every two or three 
months at most. 

We did not have the economic       
resources to give much material help, 
but we did bring along some small 
gifts to give to the children most in 
need. We visited the families and got 
to know their life situations and    
prepared religious education classes 
for couples, children, young adults 
and adults.

The MSC do these missions each 
Christmas and Easter to help        
counteract the violence, poverty and 
marginalization in which many       
Colombian communities live. We walk 
with and educate those whom the 
State has abandoned, and who are 
often affected by the guerillas and the 
paramilitary forces. We bring help on 
a spiritual level and hope for a better 
life.

Read more information and 
testimonials from seminarians at 
www.misacor-usa.org/colombia
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Dear Friends,

This issue of our           
publication tries to      
express our faith, hope, 

and love which does not diminish 
during a world-wide economic crisis.  
Most of the people we serve are    
always in “economic crisis” but are 
also filled with faith in Emmanuel, 
God among us, and live with hope for 
a new world, a civilization of love.  
The    experience of God, who is not 
distant from our human suffering,          
transforms and gives us the energy 
from the Holy Spirit to work for 
Christ’s kingdom no matter the     
challenges.

I hope that as you read this little  
publication, you too will be able 
overcome any pessimism that might 
try to enter your heart.  Beyond 
banks and stock exchanges lives the 
human person with infinite            
possibilities for creation through 
love.  Whether we own a lot or   
nothing, we trust Christ who was 
born in abject poverty and weakness, 
and shows us the way to live, love 
and build a new world order.  You, 
our readers, in solidarity with us are 
called to carry faith and Christian 
love into the practice of justice and 
support our commitment to create a 
better human world.

     
V. Rev. Joseph S. Jablonski, MSC
Provincial Superior
Missionaries of the  Sacred Heart 
















